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of the United States as to Panama Canal Tolls: Speech of Hon.
Elihu Root of New York in the Senate of the United States;
January 21, 1913 The effect of the provision has thus been
doubly unfortunate, and I ask the Senate to listen to me while I
endeavor to state the situation in which we find ourselves; to
state the case which is made against the action that we have
taken, in order that I may present to the Senate the question
whether we should not either submit to an impartial tribunal the
question whether we are right; so that if we are right, we may be
vindicated in the eyes of all the world, or whether we should not,
by a repeal of the provision, retire from the position which we
have taken. In the year 1850, Mr. President, there were two great
powers in possession of the North American Continent to the
north of the Rio Grande. The United States had but just come to
its full stature. By the...
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