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indexed. Not illustrated. 1891 Excerpt: .taking fire, so that it may be kept in an ordinary bottle or box freely
exposed to the air without inflaming. union of the sulphur and the oxygen, and form a solution containing
sulphurous arid; on dipping a blue litmus paper or other test-paper indicating the presence of acids (Expt. 142)
into the liquid it will be reddened. Sulphurous acid solution destroys the colour of many vegetable substances,
especially when strong, as it exerts a bleaching action upon them. Expt. 239. To prepare Phosphoric Acid.--Burn
phosphorus in a bottle of oxygen as in Expt. 234; cork the bottle and allow it to stand an hour or two; at the end
of this time all the white fumes of oxide of phosphorus formed by the combination of phosphorus and oxygen
will have subsided and become dissolved in the few drops of water which will have remained adhering to the
glass when the bottle was filled with the gas. Rinse out the bottle with a teaspoonful of distilled water, and
cautiously taste the liquid; it will be found sour to the taste (intensely so if only very little water be used), and
highly acid to blue litmus and other similar test-papers. By burning phosphorus cautiously in perfectly dry
oxygen it is possible to prepare pentoxide of phosphorus as a white powdery solid; if a little of this is brought
into contact with a few drops of water a hissing sound is produced and steam is formed on account...
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